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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to (1) study opinions toward factors relating to the
participation of energy community’s volunteers to the local energy planning project in Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province (2) study opinion regarding achievement level of participation of energy
community’s volunteers to the local energy planning project in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province (3)
study factors relating to the participation of energy community’s volunteers to the local energy
planning project in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province (4) study comparison factors affecting to the
participation of energy community’s volunteers to the local energy planning project in Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province (5) indicate problems and recommendations to a higher achievement of the
participation of energy community’s volunteers to the local energy planning project in Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province.

This study was conducted by both quantitative and qualitative method. Samples were
categorized into 2 groups. Those were (1) 216 representatives selected from energy community’s
volunteers who held membership in the local energy planning project from 16 communities. Sample
size applied Taro Yamane’s formula calculation at the validity level of 95% and sampling method were
proportional stratified random sampling (2) 16 samples for in-depth interview selected by purposive
random sample group. Samples were executives of local administration organization, community
leaders and concerned officials of local administration organization who were responsible for the local
energy planning project. Instruments for collecting data were questionnaire and in-depth interview
questionnaire. Statistics used for quantitative analysis were both descriptive statistics such as
frequency, mean, percentage, standard deviation and inferential statistics such as Chi-square Test,
Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient, t-Test, one-way ANOVA. Qualitative analysis
used content analysis.

The results revealed that (1) opinion toward factors relating to the participation of energy
community’s volunteers to the local energy planning project in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province i.e
developer, expectation and motivation factors was at high level (2) opinion towards achievement level
of the participation of energy community’s volunteers to the local energy planning project in Nakhon
Si Thammarat Province were at high level. (3) Developer, expectation and motivation factors had
positive relationship at medium level to the participation of energy community’s volunteers to the local
energy planning project in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province at the overall image (4) considering
comparison factors effecting to the participation of energy community’s volunteers to the local energy
planning project in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, it was found that the difference in gender, duration
of longer period of being energy community’s volunteers affected to the level of participation in local
energy planning project in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. The difference identified by developer,
expectation and motivation factors brought about the participation of energy community’s volunteers to
the local energy planning project in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province differently. Knowledge and
understanding regarding energy issues had no relationship to the participation. (5) problems of the
participation of energy community’s volunteers towards local energy planning project were the lack of
communication, collaboration, knowledge and public relations on energy issue as well as the
consideration that energy issue was lengthy from daily life. The recommendations were responsible
organization should increase channels of communication, coordination, public relation and provide
more precise information and ways of implementation concerning to energy to the volunteers clearly.

Keywords: Participation, Energy Community’s Volunteers, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
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